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AVING long Meditated oh' the Preaul Calamities, which chicks 
ten this Kinguom. by thoſe. Unhappy,Diviſions amongſt us: We 
k thought it our. Duty to.Communicate tie beſt of our Thoughts'to 
, © ® this | Afonourable, Huuſe: (the: Founitain.'of Power. and Redrels) to- 

wards the preventipg . ſuch. Diſmal Conſequence : In doing of which, We 
crave leave to Premiſe theſe following AR (which Experience and Ob- 
EN E ſervation feem. to haye TER th cn 


| : * Tha c "chonph ic is Neceſſary inT, heft, yer it 8 s Generally 1 True i» Pra- 
| | Hice, Fla where there is Difference in Opinion,\as to Religious Martrefs, 
there will be Ditterence in  Aﬀetion. * 
ge bY 
f1. Thar every Party is Kanbationns of Civil oy my would Rule Para- 
mount if the) Y could. 1 


I!. That. where the Civil Power is in the Hands of Differenr dns; 
' there will be continual Struggles and Conflicts, rending to the Ruine of caclr 
other, and the Subverſion of any Government. | 
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- Theſe few Undeniable Progoſitions, and the Conſequences that may fairly 
be Deduced from them, pliigly prove, That We in Enzland, do. moſt Un- 
witely recede from the Polfigks of our Nei ing Nations, by putting 
the'Sword into the Hands of every Enthuſtaſt, and encouraging each Patty 
ro Undermine the Sertlement|Eſtabliſh'd. | 

Our Neighbours and Alits in Ho/laxd, admit none into Publick FT ruſt, 
bur ſuch as profels the Religþn of the.Stare : And our Engliſh Parliament, 
Stat. 2.13. Carol. 2. cap- 1. Fnafted, That none ſhall bear any Office of Magi- 
ſtracy, or other Employment jaxerning the Gouvernmont of Cities, Corpordt ions, &c. 
not having within a Tear, befhte|their Eletion Receiv'd the Sacrament acc ky 

the Rites of the Church of : _ 


weland, Wc. _ | = 5:7 fl 
_ This they thought was a tufficient Expedient to keep all ſuch out of the 
Government, that were nor & the National Church ; and indeed, that great 
and folemn At of Communon with us, ſeem'd to be an Effettual BarYar 
leaſt ro a Tender Conlciencz': But now we have to do with a fort of Perions 
that can Preyaricate with GW and Man; that can he Orthodox: upon Oc« 


caſion, and Trifle with ail har is Sacted, to Qualific themſelves : foran 


ing to 
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Thus we frequently ſee thot that have Deſerted our Communion for ma- 
ny Years, as if Conſcious off their Hypocriſie; ſtealing a Qualification from 
ſome diſtant Altar : A ſortof Men that always a& with Conformity to their 
Intereſts, and never fail > Comply when it will ferye the Party. There- 
fore tho' Our Opinion is, Thx no Man's Conſcience ought ro be forc'4 in 
Matters purely Religious ; and.rhat 7oleration is a juſt Debr to thoſe Terder 
Conſciences, which after cue Hformation, are Really and Sincerely ſo; yer 
our Perition is, 7hat this Toletition may be ſo far Limited; as not to Exchaye, 
or Offen 1 Og*Eſtabliſhmentr ira Fant 

Tis We 1n all Humulicy leare to the Profound Wiſdngti gf” this Great and 
FTudicious Aſiemblyz beggng - Hing,!T hae- erhaps it may be chought 
adviſcablc ro Explain" the Srenſentioned -AQ, -?3"Gat+ 2.-and Enifting, 
That if any Perſon be found Ptſent in, or Joyning with any Diſſenting Conven- 
_ ticle, and be duly Convidte {thereof his Place, or Office, ſhall be immediately 
Vid, : 


£ % 


Hence it will - probably.ſhappen, that. many. thar have - Deſerted Our 
Church, will be conſtanr t) us 5 many and great Diſturbances in Corpa- 
rations ceaſe ; Diviſions: ajd Party-making be diſcountenanc'd : And ſince 
Places of Truſt are generaly rather an Expence and Trouble than Adyan- 
tage to any. bur Knayes, the truly Confcientious will not be Offended ar 
HAT... 1 >}. HERE RT Ce 29 
. Theſe with all Submilſien, are our. preſent Sentiments ; and as rhis Parlia- 
ment ſeems to be of a:iTEmper particularly ſuited ro our prefent Eitabliſh- 
ments, ſo We canijiot by - proniiſe our- ſelves a Happy Reſult of Your 


, d 


Councils. 


For which you lave the Hearty Prayers of your Humble Petitioners, 


Decemb. 15. b | | Ct - 
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